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Inside this issue: 
December 2019 

Next Meeting 7:30pm    
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020 

 

From your editor: 

 It’s unbelievable how time flies (at least for me) another year is almost gone.  I 
think I joined the club in 2004 so it’s been a few years now.  This past year has had its 
ups and downs, but there is always next year to look forward to. Our holiday party is 
coming up, which means we’re going to celebrate memories and friendships.  To me 
that’s what the club is all about. Thanks for making the club a nice place to be in the 
past year.  

                                                                                                       Ole Flandrup, editor 
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Meetings  
Monthly Meetings are on the 
4th Tuesday each month at 
7:30pm at the VFW Post, 45 
Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
 

2020 Meeting Dates 
Jan 28, Feb 25, Mar 24,  

Apr,28, May 26, Jun 23, Jul 
28, Aug 25, Sep 22,  Oct 27, 

Nov 24, Dec 22 

2020 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES    MEETINGS 

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club Central 
Jersey Centre, a non-profit organization established in 1962,  
dedicated to promoting the enjoyment and preservation of MGs 
and all British sports cars. 

The MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the 
North American MGB Register, the American MGB Association, 
The North American MGA Register, The MG Owners Club, UK; 
and the MG Car Club, UK, founded in 1930 as the only factory 
approved organization for all Mg’s. 

Membership in the MG Car Club is open to all. Ownership of a 
MG is not a condition of membership.  

Annual dues are only $25. 

The benefits & events 

 continue all year! 

WEBSITE: 
MGCCNJ.ORG 

 
ADDRESS: 

MG Car Club Central Jersey 
Centre 
PO Box 435 
Convent Station, NJ 07961 

President   
Steve 
Wagoner               

swag11@gmail.com 

Vice President Gillian Fisher 
gillianannfisher@gmail. 
com 

Treasurer Karl Marx                        
973-267- 3630 or 
falco4@optonline.net 

Secretary  
Rudy 
Bescherer  

rdbescherer@yahoo.com 

Trustees at Large                Ole Flandrup oleMGB@gmail.com  

 Eliot Ganek                     ejganek@yahoo.com 

 Ed Orna ejorna@verizon.net 

Advisor Butch O’Conner bfo@spsk.com 

Britfest Chairman               
Charles 
Tregidgo       

tregidgolaw@gmail.com 

Event & Rally Coordinator               Bob Knecht mgbowner@warwick.net 

Meeting Refreshments Steve Gastwirth stevegastwirth@aol.com 

Membership Chairlady      Mary Hayes    mgmidgetmary@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor         Ole Flandrup olemgb@gmail.com 

Regalia Chairman                Gary Perrault gperr@optonline.net 

Technical Advisor                Dave Collier                   dacollier1@yahoo.com 

Webmaster   Mike Ruane mike@revelation.com 

2019 Member  
of the Year                             

Rudy 
Bescherer  

 

Have a contribution to our 
newsletter? 
Please send it by the 25th of the month 
to:  
Ole Flandrup: olemgb@gmail.com 

Publication is in the beginning of each 
month. 
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President’s Message 
Ramblings from your President 
 

Steve is currently on vacation.  In the absence of 
his report we’d like to present you with an update 
on the progress of the development and update of 
our new website.  Below is the text of an e-mail 
that we received concerning the new site. 

     The Editors  

          

 

 
: Richard Bettle  
Subject: Meshing Gears Web-site 

Thanks to Mike Rouane following up with the new web server and getting the domain released and 
transferred to Dick, we are finally getting the mgccnj.org back up and running. However, for the near 
future, we will have to continue to use mgccnj.com until all is finalized. 

I will keep you informed, and when the  mgccnj.org is back up,  mgccnj.com will have a link to the .org 
site. We will have the .com site until the contract expires. 

Thanks for your patience. 

Dick 
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CLUB EVENTS -NOVEMBER MINUTES 

Minutes for the month of November by Rudy Bescherer: 

Steve opened the meeting reminding everyone that its Election Night with a discussion following . 

Roy made a motion that the existing club officers be nominated  and was seconded by numerous individuals. 

Steve will contact Gillian to see if she would be willing to serve as VP again for next year. 

Rich suggested that we create a new officer position "Communications". This person and or people would seek 
out activities/information that the members might be interested in participating in. Rich and Gary would both be 
willing to serve in the position together. This would require a re wright of our By-Laws. After a lengthy discussion 
Steve announced that as President he would call a meeting our our Board in January to review this request and 
report back to the members of their decision. 

All members were in favor of the existing slate be nominated, with the vote carried .  

Ole, Rob and Steve have Meshing Gears up and running now. 

To access Meshing Gears all you have to do on the end of the string is put .com instead of .org as it has been 
moved off of Mike's server now. 

Gary stated that he has Badges still and if anyone wants one or more they' re $30.00 each. 

Gary also stated that Fred's daughter was very impressed as to how much of Meshing Gears was dedicated to 
her father.  

It was stated that John Mc Adams son past away. 

Carl reported that we have 103 members and that dues are due in January. 
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MG CAR CLUB 2020 CALENDAR 

NOTICE:  Our club is always looking for new Officers.  Please contribute your talent, enthusiasm and ideas!  

January 28 Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

February 25   Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

March 24  Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

April 28  Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

May 2 
Saturday 9:00 am 

to 4:00 pm 
Britfest-Horseshoe Lake-Succasunna, NJ 

May 26  Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

June 23  Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

July 28  Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
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Member’s Car 
 

 

 

 

 While most people think my fascination of MG’s started with my 1978 Midget but 
it goes back much further than that. In the summer of 1965, my family, I guess now 
would be a good time to introduce you to them.  My twin brothers are 8 years older 
than me and my other brother, 6 years older and of course my mother and father.  
That is 6 of us all piled in to the Chevy Impala to drive to the Shore to visit with my 
mother’s sister.  My aunt has a lot of kids too all about the the same ages as those in 
my family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member: Mary Hayes                                         Cars: 1978 MG Midget 

                                                                                        1972 MGB 

The Mighty Midget and the Queen B (AKA: Miss B’having) 

 We all thought it would be 
a customary day at the beach 
when one of my brothers ran 
out of the garage exclaiming 
that there was this really cool 
car in the garage.  My uncle 
quickly said, “That old thing? It 
doesn’t run.”  My father was 
really good at fixing things and 
after some tinkering he got it started.  It was an MG TD and I absolutely fell in love 
with it and waited in a long line behind my brothers and cousins to get a ride around 
the neighborhood.  All day, while the others got rides and my older brothers even 
learned to operate the clutch to drive it, it soon became time for dinner and the car 
was going to be put away, just like that. 

I remember having a fit and exclaiming, 
“Fine, I will get my own someday.”  I really 
meant it, but they thought what does a 5 
year old know about wanting a car?  
Everyone said sure and the car was put 
away.  As you can imagine I was so 
disappointed that I did not get a ride in this  

facinating MG. 

 Fast forward to 1978, my best friend got an MG Midget as a high school 
graduation gift.  It was unveiled with a bow at at her graduation party!  Her mother 
said she got the car because she was not going to college.  Later that night I went 
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Member’s Car Cont’d 
 home  from the party and woke up my parents.  I told them that my friend got an MG 
because she was not going to college.  My father said, “Forget it, shut up and go to 
bed.  You’re going to college.” 

 In 1979 my friend saw that there may be value in having the last edition MG 
Midget so she was going to trade in the beautiful ‘78 Midget towards a last edition 
1979 Midget.  She told me that if I gave her the amount that the dealer offered her I 
could have it.  That was it.  I made arrangements for my father to see it and take t to 
a shop to look it over and as the stars aligned, I finally got my MG after all.  I drove 
the Midget to Fairleigh Dickenson University every day until I graduated.  I eventually 
found a job/career and bought a car more suitable to my up and coming career in 

Human Resources Management 
and the Midget waited in the 
garage for weekend drives. 

 The Midget, named “Mighty” 
was a bond between my father 
and I.  He worked on it and 
always helped.  He let me park it 
in his spot in the garage because  

I told him I was going to keep it forever.  I always think of my Dad, who passed away 
in 2010, when I drive the Midget. 

 In 2010 I began searching for an MGB.  I thought it would be better for highway 
driving for MG club activities.  I searched for 2 years and looked at 40 MGs when I 
finally found the one, a 1972 MGB out on Long Island.  She is a real prize, chrome 
bumper, white with blue interior and an overdrive transmission.  A California car with 
no rust or rot.  Steve Wagoner, our President, was so nice to come with a trailer to 
bring it back to NJ with me.  My mom, who most know passed away this past June, 
loved to come with me to look at the MGBs for sale.  We had a great time meeting 
the sellers and hearing their stories about the cars.  Now the MGB is a reminder of 
the great time we had finding this fabulous MGB.  It was just meant to be that I have 

an  MG or 2, and I intend to keep them 
forever!! 

Here is a fun video of a Midget filming with 
my Midget in front of him.  Mike Ruane is 
leading in his B.  Midgets are soooo fun to 
drive. https://youtu.be/awtboFD6EuE 
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    Slightly Over-Lubricated     
.  

I have a huge collection of sports car books and articles 
purchased during my near 60 years of British sports car 
ownership.  Several trace the downward spiral of BMC 
after the dreaded hand of British Leyland descended on 
Abingdon.  We have all read about the numerous issues 
that included labor strikes, out dated products, 
mismanagement, federal emission regulation impacts, 
tough safety standards, quality issues, and more.   All of 
which lead to the BL collapse and subsequent 
nationalization.  Finding some new information about those 
times is rare.  However, some came to light for me buried 
in the bowels of the March 2018 issue of Britain’s Classic & 
Sports Car magazine in a story about how the color “lilac” 
was selected to celebrate the millionth Morris Minor.  They 
produced 350 examples of it.  Here is a snip from the 
article that I thought the Michigan Rowdies might enjoy! 

By David Quinn, long time MGA owner, member of the Michigan Rowdies  and resident  sports car 
expert on S2KI.com                         
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Slightly Over Lubricated (Cont’d) 
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 Stay Off Of The Interstates 

By Rob Alper  

The Interstate highway system is one of the greatest creations of the 20th century.   It is 48,191 miles 
of controlled access high speed (except in New Jersey during rush hour) roads.  Most major interstate 
highways carry either a one or two digit designation, with odd numbered highways going north-south and 
even numbered highways going east-west.  Triple digit interstates typically are shorter highways that loop 
around urban areas and carry the last two digits of the “parent” interstate.  The lower numbered north-south 
roads start on the west coast with the numbers increasing as the highways come east.  The lower numbered 
east-west highways start at the southern border with the numbers increasing as the highways come north. 

The Interstate Highway System, now known as The Dwight D. Eisenhower National system of 
Interstate and Defense Highways, was conceived during the Eisenhower administration.  General Lucius D.  
Clay was appointed to propose the plan for the interstate highway system.  Clay stated, “It was evident we 
needed better highways.  We needed them for safety, to accommodate more automobiles.  We needed them 
for defense purposes, if that should ever be necessary.  And we needed them for the economy.  Not just as a 
public works measure, butt for future growth.” 

Today it is estimated that approximately one quarter of the vehicle miles driven in the country are 
driven on the Interstate Highways.  If you are in a hurry to get somewhere, take the Interstate.  For speed and 
ease of drive, there is no substitute for the Interstate Highway System.  If you do take the Interstate please be 
extremely careful.  Remember, you are driving at high speed in a small car and other drivers may not see 
you.  Safety Fast!. 

But, if you are out for a fun drive, and want to enjoy your time behind the wheel, stay off the 
Interstates.  In his book, “Blue Highways”, William Least-Heat Moon talks about his drive across the country 
looking for the smaller towns and the interesting sights.  On his map, the red highways are the high speed 
Interstates but the blue highways are the smaller slower roads that take you into the communities where 
people live, and the diners whose quality can be determined by the number of calendars hanging on the wall 
behind the cash registers.  The more calendars, the better the food.  This is America. 

I agree.  When I want to visit with my son in Ohio or my family in Virginia, I head for the Interstates.  
They are straight, and flat, and fast, and boring with nothing to see.  When I want to go out for a drive, I take 
the blue highways and stay off of the interstate. 

There are few things that are as much fun as the drive to nowhere in your sports car.  Take the top 
down, start the engine, fasten your seatbelt and head out.  If you have somewhere to go, that’s fine.  If you 
have nowhere in particular to go that’s even better.  With the top down you are part of the environment.  You 
can see what there is to see, smell what there is to smell and  hear what there is to hear.  You are moving 
slow enough to take in the sights, and if you see something interesting you can stop to take a closer look. 

Take Route 206 through horse country in New Jersey or take old Route 17 in upstate New York.  The 
Red Apple Rest is no longer there, but the road is still interesting and a fun drive.  Or take any of the roads 
across America.  End up in Woodstock, NY or any one of the hundreds of thousands of interesting towns 
along the blue highways.  If you find a restaurant or diner, stop and grab a bite to eat.  Talk to the locals.  By 
time you get home you will have a rich and enjoyable day.  You and your passenger (if any) and your sports 
car. 

If you are in a hurry to get to where you’re going take the interstate, but if you want to have an 
enjoyable day, you, your sports car and your mate, take the blue highways and stay off of the interstates. 
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Britfest 2019  

Photos by Richard Breton 
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Britfest Photos Cont’d 
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Britfest Photos Cont’d 
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The Demise of the British Sports Car 

 

 July 4th is American Independence day. Let us not forget, that is independence from the rule 
of Great Britain.  

 It seems a bit ironic that we would fight a war with England to gain our independence and a 
couple hundred years later some of us would fall in love British cars. We now find ourselves 
beholden to England for our cars, parts and quirky engineering. Who won that war? 

 As we all know, sadly there is virtually no British automobile industry remaining. Foreign 
companies own all the major British marques. Rolls Royce, Bentley, Aston Martin  and Mini are all 
German owned. India’s Tata owns Jaguar and Land Rover and Jaguar is rumored to be for sale 
now. The Chinese own MG. As of 2017 the Chinese company Geely owns 51% of Lotus. The 
French own Vauxhall.  That leaves TVR, Morgan, McLaren, and a hand full of small niche producers 
to carry the Union Jack.  

 Does it really matter if the British own the traditional British car companies?  It doesn’t appear 
that it does matter. In most cases, the outsiders running the companies have managed to retain all 
the things we consider British about these marques and yet improve the quality and reliability 
beyond anything we associate with British cars. That would appear to be a win for everyone.  

 But, there is a downside to the demise of the British car. It lies at the root of what drew us as 
collectors to British cars. They were affordable entry into the world of sports cars. Not that the 
British car industry had a lock on affordable sports cars, the Italians certainly made their claim as 
well, but the Brits managed to get the elements about right; affordable, easy to maintain, and when 
properly cared for – nearly bulletproof reliability. I know that sounds wrong, bulletproof reliable and 
British car in the same sentence, but it is largely true.  

 Today is where the timeline is heading horribly off in the wrong direction. The next 
generations of car collectors have no experience with British cars. They didn’t see them in 
dealerships because the affordable mass-market brands all disappeared before any Millennial or 
Gen Z was born. They only know British cars as relatively expensive, up market, prestige vehicles. 
With the exception of Aston Martin and McLaren there are few products from these companies that 
are teenage social media worthy and that is the entry into the collector car world today. If they want 
an affordable entry-level sports car, new or used, they will be buying a Miata.  The best we can 
hope for, the fan base for the Mini will become some gateway for future British car collectors.  

 This July 4th, while celebrating our independence from British rule, drive your British car in the 
hopes of sparking some interest amongst the American rebels in the joy of British car motoring.   

 

Jed Rapoport 

President  

British Car Club, Lehigh Valley (Pa.) 

July 2019 

 

Reprinted with permission 
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS BRITFESTsm    May 2, 2020 

Please check the box if you wish to receive e-mails from our club. 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS 

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS 

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Kamp  

THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS 

New Jersey MGT Register  

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES 



20 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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THE REGALIA SHOP 

You aren’t the only one in need of proper attire. Your car 
needs some dressing up too. The MG Car Club  Jersey Central 
Centre has just what you need to make your British car “whine 
pleasantly,” instead of just making a racket. Check out these great 
deals! 

Grille Badges (2nd Edition) - The club’s very own (and quite 
handsome) grille badges. The “cream and cracker” color is just 
perfect for all “T and A” Series Mg’s, and also compliments your 
MGBs & Cs.  

Clothing items are available in many sizes and many colors of 
your choice. Prices vary based on size, and are subject to 
change.    

NEW ITEMS 
Mugs, Coasters, Clocks, Stickers .... All with the new Club 

Logo  at: www.cafepress.com/mgccnj 

For information or to place an order, go to the above website.        

 

CLUB NOTES 

Membership Changes & 
Corrections 

Keep your newsletter coming and your 
membership info up to date.  Please 
contact Mary Hayes with any changes at: 
mgmidgetmary@gmail.com  

Green Table 
Every Monthly Meeting 

Bring it in / give it to a Member! 

It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our 
hobby and other good stuff you might have.   

Car items are always welcome, as well as 
other things that you don’t want or need that 
others could use.   

Just put your stuff on the Green Table where 
“Froggy” resides, and let others help 
themselves to your treasures. 

Share your unwanted stuff with your MG 
buddies!  Someone may treasure it! 

MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES CLUB NOTES 

Young Marilyn Monroe with her TD.  What a beautiful car. 

Submitted by JVG 


